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IN THE CLAIMS : 

1-15. (Cancelled) 

16. (Currently Amended) A ligating apparatus comprising: 
an introducing tube which is inserted in a living body cavity; 
a manipulating wire inserted through the introducing tube in such a manner 
that the manipulating wire is movable in advancing and retreating directions; 

a clip having a base end and at least two arm portions extending from the base 
end in the advancing direction, each of the arm portions having a holding portion apart from 
the base end, and the base end having a through hole which is extended in the advancing 
direction and through which said manipulating wire is inserted, the manipulating wire 
including a tip end which is projected from the through hole and positioned between the arm 
portions when tho manipulation wire i3 inserted through tho base ond of the clip ; and 

on engaging portion a stopper having a bulged portion formed at the tip end of 
the manipulating wir e, the bulged portion having a larger diameter or width than that of the 
through hole so that the bulged portion engages inserted through said through hole and 
engagod with the base end; 

wherein at least one of the base end and/or bulged and engaging portion is 
deformed when the manipulating wire is moved in the retreating direction against the base 
end of the clip, so that the diameter or width of the engaging bulged portion becomes 
relatively smaller than that of the through hole and i s disengaged with the base end whereby 
the tip end of the manipulating wire is removed from the base end through the through hole . 

17. (Previously Presented) A ligating apparatus according to claim 16, further 
comprising a clip tightening ring attached to the arm portions of said clip to close the holding 

-2- 

g\o!ympus\l 373M 5248\amend\l 5248.am3 
PACE 1 1/1 9 * RCVD AT 7/28/2006 3:31 :51 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] • SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-6/26 * DNI8:2738300 * CSID:31 87424386 * DURATION (mm-ss):06-14 

BEST AVAILABLE COPY 



7-28-06; 3:30PM;SSMP 



; 5 1 67424366 



# 12/ 19 



portions of the clip; and a manipulating member for the clip tightening ring, inserted through 
the introducing tube disposed behind the clip tightening ring in such a manner that the 
manipulating member can freely advance or retreat. 

1 8. (Previously Presented) A ligating apparatus according to claim 16, further 
comprising a clip tightening ring attached to the arm portions of said clip to close the holding 
portions of the clip; the clip and clip tightening ring being inserted in the introducing tube so 
as to be projected from the tip portion of the introducing tube; 

abutting members respectively disposed on an end portion of the introducing 
tube and the clip tightening ring, for prohibiting the clip tightening ring projected from the tip 
portion of the introducing tube, from being into the introducing tube, when the clip and the 
clip tightening ring are moved in the retracting direction project forwards from the 
introducing tube; and 

a manipulating member inserted through the introducing tube disposed behind 
the clip tightening ring in such a manner that the manipulating member can freely advance to 
move the clip tightening ring. 

19. (Currently Amended) A ligating apparatus according to claim 16, wherein 
the tip end of said manipulating wire is crushed in a flat shape, to fonn the engaging portion 
including a bulged portion. 

20. (Currently Amended) A ligating apparatus according to claim 16, wherein 
a pipe-shaped member is attached to the tip end of said manipulating wir e, and a to form the 
bulged portion is form e d . 
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2 1 . (Previously Presented) A ligating apparatus comprising: 

an introducing tube which can be inserted in a living body cavity; 

a manipulating wire inserted through the introducing tube in such a manner 
that the manipulating wire can freely advance or retreat; and 

at least two clips each of which has a base end, a plurality of arm portions 
extending from the base end and e holding portions formed on the arm portions apart from the 
base end, wherein two or more clips are arranged in series, holes through which said 
manipulating wire can be inserted are formed through the base ends of respective clips, and a 
stopper portion larger than the hole is disposed in a tip end of the manipulating wire inserted 
through the hole in the base end of the clip- 

22. (Previously Presented) A ligating apparatus according to claim 21 , 
wherein a clip tightening ring attached to the arm portions of said clip to close the holding 
portions of the clip; and a manipulating member inserted through the introducing tube 
disposed behind the clip tightening ring disposed in a closest position in such a manner that 
the manipulating member can freely advance or retreat. 

23. (Previously Presented) A ligating apparatus according to claim 21, 
wherein a clip tightening ring attached to the arm portions of said clip to close the holding 
portions of the clip; the clip and clip tightening ring being inserted in the introducing tubes so 
as to be projected form the tip portion of the introducing tube; 

abutting members respectively, disposed on an end portion of the introducing 
tube and the clip tightening ring, for prohibiting the clip tightening ring projected from the tip 
portion of the introducing tube, from being into the introducing tube, when the clip and the 
clip tightening ring are moved in the retracting direction project forwards from the 
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introducing tube; and a manipulating member inserted through the introducing tube disposed 
behind the clip tightening ring disposed in the closest position in such a manner that the 
manipulating member can freely advance or retreat. 

24. (Previously Presented) A ligating apparatus according to claim 21 , 
wherein the tip end of said manipulating wire is crushed in a flat shape, to form the engaging 
portion including a bulged portion. 

25. (Previously Presented) A ligating apparatus according to claim 21 , 
wherein a pipe-shaped member is attached to the tip end of said manipulating wire, and a 
bulged portion is formed. 

26-34. (Cancelled) 

35. (Previously Presented) A ligating apparatus according to claim 21, 
wherein the through hole of the base end has a diameter smaller than that of the engaging 
portion. 

36. (Previously Presented) A ligating apparatus according to claim 35, 
wherein the through hole of the base end is deformed to increase the diameter thereof, when 
the manipulating wire is moved in the retreating direction against the base end of the clip. 

37. (Previously Presented) A ligating apparatus according to claim 35, 
wherein the engaging portion of the manipulating wire is deformed to decrease the diameter 
thereof, when the manipulating wire is moved in the retreating direction against the base end 
of the clip. 
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38. (New) A ligating apparatus according to claim 16, wherein the through 
hole is linearly extended through the base end, and a portion of the manipulating wire which 
is inserted through the through hole is linear and extended in the advancing direction. 

39. (New) A ligating apparatus according to claim 1 6, wherein the base of the 
clip is formed by a strip having a thickness, and an extending direction of the through hole 
corresponds to a thickness direction of the base. 

40. (New) A ligating apparatus comprising: 

a manipulating wire inserted through a longitudinal introducing tube in such a 
manner that the manipulating wire is movable along a longitudinal axis of the manipulating 
tube in advancing and retreating directions, the manipulating wire having a tip end, and a 
linear potion extended along the longitudinal axis and connected to the tip portion at its one 
end; and 

a clip having a base end and arm portions extending from the base end, each of 
the arm portions having a holding portion apart from the base end, the base end having inner 
and outer surface portions apart from each other in the longitudinal axis, and a through hole 
extended to the inner surface portion from the outer surface portion, 

wherein the linear portion of the manipulating wire is inserted in the through 
hole of the base portion so that the tip end of the manipulating wire is projected from the inner 
surface portion of the base end, positioned between the arm portions, and engaged with the 
inner surface portion of the base end, and 

wherein the base end and/or tip end is deformed when the manipulating wire is 
moved in the retreating direction, so that the tip end of the manipulating wire is disengaged 
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with the inner surface portion of the base end of the clip whereby the tip end of the 
manipulating wire is removed from the base end through the through hole. 

41 . (New) A ligating apparatus according to claim 40, wherein the tip end of 
the manipulating wire includes a laterally extended portion having a width larger than a 
diameter of the through hole. 



g\olympus\1373\l5248\amend\l5248.ani3 



PACE 16/19 * RCVD AT 7/28/2008 3:31 :51 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-6/2B ■ DNIS:2738300 ■ C8ID:51 67424366 • DURATION (mm-ss):06-14 



This Page is Inserted by IFW Indexing and Scanning 
Operations and is not part of the Official Record 

BEST AVAILABLE IMAGES 

Defective images within this document are accurate representations of the original 
documents submitted by the applicant. 

Defects in the images include but are not limited to the items checked: 

□ BLACK BORDERS 

□ IMAGE CUT OFF AT TOP, BOTTOM OR SIDES 

□ FADED TEXT OR DRAWING 

□ BLURRED OR ILLEGIBLE TEXT OR DRAWING 

□ SKEWED/SLANTED IMAGES 

□ COLOR OR BLACK AND WHITE PHOTOGRAPHS 

□ GRAY SCALE DOCUMENTS 

0'LINES OR MARKS ON ORIGINAL DOCUMENT 

□ REFERENCE(S) OR EXHIBIT(S) SUBMITTED ARE POOR QUALITY 

□ OTHER: 

IMAGES ARE BEST AVAILABLE COPY. 
As rescanning these documents will not correct the image 
problems checked, please do not report these problems to 
the IFW Image Problem Mailbox. 



